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not advance. Spears struck against spears in the air, and the Barbarians' arrows splintered against the walls.
Hamilcar was seen on the threshold of Khamoun; he turned, and cried to his men to scatter ; then he dismounted, and with his sword pricked his horse on the crupper, letting him loose upon the Barbarians. It was an Orynx stallion, nourished on balls of flour, and so well trained that he would bend his knees to permit his master to mount him. Why, then, did he thus send away this fine animal ? Was this a sacrifice ?
The noble horse galloped amidst the lances, knocking over the men, and entangling his feet in their entrails; he fell down, then struggled up on his feet with furious bounds ; and while they scattered, endeavoured to arrest him, or looked at him. full of surprise, the Carthaginians rejoined their lines and entered the enormous gate, that resoundingly reclosed behind them.
It did not yield; the Barbarians plunged and battered against it; and during the lapse of some minutes the entire length of the army presented an oscillation that became gentler and gentler, and at last entirely subsided.
The Carthaginians having stationed soldiers on the aqueduct, commenced hurling stones, balls, and beams. Spendius averred that it was useless to persist; therefore they pitched their encampment at a greater distance from the walls, fully resolved to besiege Carthage.
Meanwhile the rumour of the war had travelled